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Dear Amherst Middle School or Amherst Central High School Families,

I hope this email finds you well. As per Superintendent Panella’s communication over the weekend, we want to
provide you with an update on the status of our 6-12 learning model in response to updated guidance from the
NYS Department of Health (NYSDOH). The updated NYSDOH guidance issued late Friday night contains certain
exceptions that will require our secondary middle and high school students to remain in a hybrid model from
grades 6 through 12. The guidance mandates that the physical distancing requirements differ between elementary
and secondary aged students according to community transmission rates. Evidence indicates that there is lower
susceptibility and incidence of COVID-19 among younger children than compared to teenagers;  therefore, there
will be a return to full time in-person instruction in our elementary schools and our middle and high schools will
remain in the current hybrid model.

We will hold a combined secondary-level Town Hall meeting at 5 p.m. this Wednesday, April 14 for middle and
high school parents to review the new guidance and any impact to our current Health & Safety Reopening Plans.
All ACHS and AMS parents were sent a Zoom registration link and a Google Form link to submit questions.

Our administrative teams spent the weekend reviewing the NYSDOH guidance which aligns with the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) guidance released in March 2021. The CDC guidance for secondary
schools maintains a six foot distance between students when community transmission rates are high. According
to information released April 10 from the Erie County Department of Health, as per CDC metrics, Erie County is
experiencing very high levels of COVID-19 transmission. The CDC considers 100 or more new COVID-19 cases
per 100,000 residents in the past seven days to be “high transmission” – the highest category. The most recent
rate from April 10 was 369 COVID-19 cases per 100,000 residents in the past seven days.

As the school year comes to a close, we will monitor the community transmission rate closely. Our ability to
reopen to four days of in-person instruction is dependent on Erie County moving to either substantial (50-99 cases
per 100,000), moderate (10-49 cases per 100,000) or low (0-9 cases per 100,000) transmission rate. We hold out
hope that rates change for the better and positions us to further increase our in-person capacity.

Throughout all that has transpired this year, we have been fortunate to maintain a consistent HyFlex 4+
instructional model providing all secondary students concurrent synchronous learning 4 days per week and
asynchronous learning 1 day per week. Please be assured that we will continue utilizing this model safely and
robustly within all the parameters of the NYSDOH newly released guidance as we continue to look forward to
brighter days ahead.

Sincerely,
Gregory Pigeon, ACHS Principal
Dr. John Griesmer, AMS Principal
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https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/default/files/atoms/files/Pre-K_to_Grade_12_Schools_MasterGuidance.pdf
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view
http://www.amherstschools.org

